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Welcome to the latest issue of the Urban Design
and Building Services Newsletter
The UDBS team is continuing at pace in delivering projects across
Sandwell.
This newsletter casts a well-deserved spotlight on works being
carried out by our design team. It contains examples of how
Sandwell Council is investing in the future of our borough – not
only by building new sustainable facilities but also by updating
and improving existing sites for the people who live there.
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West Smethwick Park

We’re delighted to share details of work being resumed at West
Smethwick Park, led by our landscape architects. This £5.2m
development project has been boosted by the National Lottery
Heritage Fund and Big Lottery Fund.
There is further good news about housing developments at
West Road, Great Barr and Strathmore Road in Tipton, which
have been completed and handed over to residents. Works are
progressing well on the integrated social care and health centre
off Harvest Road and at Willow Gardens Extra Care Home in
Rowley Regis.
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Alfred Gunn House

Meanwhile, our architects team is drawing up proposals for a new
development of bungalows and apartments at Beever Road in
Tipton – and refurbishment works at Darley House are due to
commence in the summer.
In partnership with Constructing West Midlands, our Sandwell
Property Care team has launched its new Repairs and
Maintenance Framework and, in relation to continuing to deliver a
quality service, UDBS were successful in retaining the Customer
Service Excellence accreditation with ‘compliance plus’ status in
two criteria.
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Sandwell Aquatics Centre
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Strathmore Road

West Smethwick Park

There is good news for the Lottery-funded restoration scheme of
West Smethwick Park, as contractors start back on site.
Having been donated to society in 1895 by
James Timmins Chance, of Chance Brothers
Glassworks in Smethwick, West Smethwick
Park is an important part of our borough’s
heritage.

•

An outdoor events area, surrounded by
trees, grass terracing and colourful shrub
planting, directly accessible from the lower
ground floor of the building. The whole area
will be flood-lit for evening performances.

The project to restore it was awarded £4.5m
from the Heritage Lottery Fund and Big Lottery
Fund under the Parks for People programme.
Sandwell Council added further funding to give
a total restoration budget of £5.2m.

•

The restoration of the park’s historic
features, including the grade II-listed James
Chance Memorial, the Chance Drinking
Fountain, the Airmen’s Memorial and
entrances at West Park Road and Victoria
Road.

•

Pool edge improvements, tree & shrub
planting, footpath restoration, new park
furniture, lighting and fitness equipment.

Redevelopment began on site in 2019, but
after the original specialist contractors went out
of business, Sandwell Council provided extra
money to ensure that refurbishment of the
historic parkland could continue.

All works will be managed by Urban Design
and Building Services, with a programmed
completion date of early 2022.

Plans include:
•

A split-level community pavilion to replace
the original refreshment rooms lost in the
1980s, bringing a community focus back
into the centre of the park. The pavilion will
accommodate a cafe, meeting area, toilets,
exhibition space and a large studio for
dance or exercise

For further information about this development
please contact:
UDBS_customercontact@sandwell.gov.uk
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West Road

Forty-seven new homes for Sandwell residents have been created
by the West Road housing development scheme in Hamstead.
The West Road scheme utilises previous vacant,
un-utilised land across two parcels of the site and
re-introduces an improved ramped highway link for
residents of Stafford Way.
The scheme posed challenges due to contaminated
ground, the need for stopping-up orders of sections of
highways, and statutory utility apparatus diversions.
The 47 new homes comprise seven bungalows and 40
two, three and four-bedroom council homes for rent.
For further information please contact:
UDBS_customercontact@sandwell.gov.uk.
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Alfred Gunn House

Construction work is
progressing well at
Alfred Gunn House in Oldbury.

At flat roof level there will be ten new twobedroom flats with a steel framed roof over
and four new flats will be constructed at semibasement level.

The social housing concrete frame tower
block, built in the early 1960s, is undergoing
a complete transformation to provide a
comfortable, warm, well-ventilated and secure
environment for 120 tenants - as well as
contributing to a great reduction in fuel poverty
and carbon emissions.

Some tenants will be decanted from the block
for short periods during particularly difficult or
dangerous work but most tenants will remain
in-situ during the whole of the project.
To the rear of the site construction of a new
access road is in progress together with
sixteen houses in a mix of two and four
bedrooms each with their own parking areas.

Insulation and Government approved noncombustible cladding materials are being used
externally to enhance the appearance of the
blocks and, to provide further safety measures
for the tenants, a new staircase is being
constructed full height to the central block to
provide better means of access and escape.

Ground remodelling is taking place to
provide level access to the block, additional
car parking and an extensive landscaping
scheme.

Internally all three-bedroom flats are being
converted to two bedrooms with dividing walls
between lounges and kitchens removed to
provide modern open plan arrangements.

UDBS is dedicated to client and customer
satisfaction and look to make use of the most
modern materials and technology wherever
possible in order to provide the most cost
effective low maintenance solutions.

Windows and doors are being replaced
and balconies enclosed with sliding glass
windows. There will be new certified fire rated
doors to each flat entrance.

For further information please contact:
UDBS_customercontact@sandwell.gov.uk
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Moor Lane
Following delays due to
COVID-19, Willow Gardens
Extra Care Home in Rowley
Regis continues to progress,
with courtyard landscaping
works and the building
envelope being enclosed.

A large communal lounge and dining area will
be provided on the ground floor with a fully
operational catering kitchen and hairdressing
salon, providing much-needed social space.
These facilities will be accessible to the wider
community throughout the day.
Residents will also have access to their own
private lounge area located on the second
floor.

The scheme is at the junction of Harvest
Road and Moor Lane in Rowley Regis. When
complete, it will provide 90 apartments for
residents aged 55 and older, who may need
additional support.

This £15m scheme has been designed and
is being project-managed by UDBS and
constructed by Speller Metcalfe (Midlands)
Ltd. It is due for completion at the end of
September 2021.

Works completed since the beginning of the
scheme (started in summer 2019) include a
large retaining wall to minimise excavation
of existing ground, due to the large sloping
nature of the site.

For further information please contact:
udbs_customercontact@sandwell.gov.uk
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New R&M Framework

Sandwell Property Care
New Repairs and Maintenance Framework
Tammy Stokes, Interim Director of Regeneration
and Growth, of Sandwell Council said: “As a
publicly owned and managed framework, we are
committed to providing our clients with access to
a cost effective procurement process, impartial
advice and leading contractors which have a
proven track record in the delivery of public
sector projects.”

Sandwell Property Care has launched its latest
repair and maintenance framework for nonhousing properties in the borough - one of a
suite of fully OJEU compliant frameworks which
falls under the ‘Constructing West Midlands’
umbrella.
The new framework can be used to procure
a wide range of mechanical, electrical and
building works for any publicly funded building.
Designed to make the procurement process as
efficient and cost effective as possible.

For further information please contact:
UDBS_customercontact@sandwell.gov.uk
For information about Constructing West
Midlands follow the link below:

Works will be undertaken by the framework’s
newly appointed contractor partners, Dodd
Group and Graham. Both contractor partners
were appointed following a robust tender and
due diligence process carried out in accordance
with Public Contracts Regulations (PCR) 2015
and recognised industry best-practice standard
PAS91/SQ.

www.constructingwestmidlands.co.uk
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Harvest Road

Our integrated social care
and health centre off Harvest
Road in Rowley Regis is
progressing well on site.

and grey aluminium windows providing a
modern twist.
Arguably one of the best features of the
project will be the secure garden, providing
a figure-of-eight or a ‘wander loop’ for
residents to spend time in, as part of their
reablement and rehabilitation.

The next steps include the laying of the
concrete planks and construction of the
masonry wall.

The ethos of the centre is to promote
connection between residents and
socialisation as part of their rehabilitation.
The mixed-use style resident zones, based
on each floor, will help to nurture this,
allowing residents to integrate through
activities, meal times and relaxation.

Once completed, the 80-bedroom facility
will provide rehabilitation-based care for
residents of Sandwell aged over 65 – both
to help when people come out of hospital
and to prevent them from having to go into
hospital. The building has been designed
to fit in with the surrounding area, but with
tall roof pitches, contrasting brick details

For further information please contact:
UDBS_customercontact@sandwell.gov.uk
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Sandwell Aquatics
Centre

The development of the Sandwell Aquatics Centre in Smethwick
has reached another significant milestone, with the completion of
the dive tower.
The 10m tower will be used for the diving
competition at the Birmingham 2022
Commonwealth Games. Its overall structure is
12m high and includes 31 separate Englishmade, concrete pieces weighing 233 tonnes in
total. It took five people 2000 hours to build.

To get regular updates on venues, the sports
programme and ticketing for the Birmingham
2022 Commonwealth Games,
sign up at www.birmingham2022.com

The Sandwell Aquatics Centre will host
swimming and para swimming at the
Commonwealth Games from 29 July to 3
August 2022, and the diving competition from
4 August to 8 August.
The £73m project is being funded by several
partners. Sandwell Council is contributing
£27m, with £38.5m coming from the overall
Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games
budget. A further £7.6m is funded by other
external partners Sport England, Black
Country LEP, Sandwell Leisure Trust and the
University of Wolverhampton.
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Beever Road

Our architects are drawing
up proposals for a new
development of bungalows and
apartments for a site on Beever
Road, Tipton.

The bungalows are being developed in line
with Homes and Communities and are part
of Sandwell Council’s plan to provide goodquality homes in thriving neighbourhoods.
The layout of the development is designed
to provide a feeling of protection for the
residents who will move into these units.
There is a generous set back between the
bungalow frontages and the access road,
along with a swale channel spanning the
length of the development which will present
different levels of water depending on the
seasons. Our architects also hope to create
an enhanced connection with the canal to
the east of the site, providing links for future
residents to use the canal tow path for
exercise.
At this stage, the project is open for scrutiny
and we welcome any further relevant
comments and suggestion to the proposals.

The development will benefit from landscaped
areas and protection from the busy main
road. The project will include a new access
road with boundary planting and an aesthetic
which sympathises with the local area but also
provides individualism and identity.
The proposed site is a long, thin strip of land
which once housed similar accommodation
and currently sits as underutilised green
space. The proposal will create ten
bungalows with a mixture of two-bedroom
(three person) and two-bedroom (four
person) units. The apartments will comprise
eight one-bedroom units.

For further information contact:
UDBS_customercontact@sandwell.gov.uk
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Darley House
Refurbishment work to Darley House in Oldbury
is due to commence on site in early summer 2021

scheme.

Nineteen storeys high, Darley House is
the tallest tower block in Sandwell. It was
constructed during the early 1960s from a
concrete frame with brickwork infill panels and,
although concrete remedial works have been
carried out in the past, the block is in need of a
total refurbishment.

There is also a proposal to provide a multi-use
games area to a vacant area of the site.
Internally, extensive fire stopping works will be
carried out. Corridors and common areas will
be decorated and receive new floor finishes,
and individual flats will receive new flat
entrance doors.

The main block contains 108 one, two and
three bedroom flats, with a play area and
community room at ground-floor level.

In addition to the tower block, the site has five
low-rise blocks of two, three and four storeys.
These will benefit from replacement windows
and doors and insulated cladding.

The scheme will include construction of
a steel-framed pitched roof, replacement
windows and balcony doors, plus an external
insulation with a coloured cladding rain screen
system which fully complies with current
government fire regulations.

Sustainability measures are incorporated into
the scheme - particularly regarding the heating
system which will be provided by air source
heat pumps to each property, fed from a
central plant on the site.

We propose to remodel the front entrances
to provide enhanced security, and landscape
works will see additional car parking and
accessible car parking spaces, together with
new pathways across the estate and a planting

For further information contact:
UDBS_customercontact@sandwell.gov.uk
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Strathmore Road

The Strathmore Road housing development scheme, comprising
63 new two, three and four-bedroom council houses for rent, has
been completed and handed over to residents.
As with many sites in Sandwell there were
particular challenges in the ground. These
included a mine shaft (which had to be
grouted and capped), obstructions from old
foundations (which had to be removed) and
chemical contamination (which was dug out
and replaced with clean soil).

The development is constructed around
existing road layouts using ‘secured by
design’ principles, providing excellent
connections to local schools, shops and bus
routes.
The homes are designed to be low
maintenance and energy efficient. They
exceed the current building regulations
requirements by approximately 10%, using a
‘fabric first’ approach.

Joint working involving specialist contractors
and numerous teams within Sandwell MBC,
have overcome all of the challenges the site
presented and resulted in the timely provision
of much needed new council housing.

The Strathmore Road development occupies
three parcels of brownfield land. Two of
these have lain vacant since the demolition
of Glebefield House in 2012 and Swancroft
House in 2006.

For further information please contact:
UDBS_customercontact@sandwell.gov.uk.
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Useful contacts:
Design Manager - mark_drake@sandwell.gov.uk
Asset Manager - lee_constable@sandwell.gov.uk
General enquiries - UDBS_customercontact@sandwell.gov.uk
Website - www.udbs.co.uk

